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the library authorities, or their agents, as evidence of the de-
posits. All books had to be claimed within twelve months of their
publication, otherwise claims for non-delivery to the libraries
were to be considered void. The penalty for not supplying the
libraries with any copies demanded was five pounds, the value of
the copy, and legal costs in each case. The penalty applied both
to the Warehouse Keeper and to the publishers. As a compensa-
tion for the eleven copies, the term of copyright in a work was
extended from fourteen to twenty-eight years certain1 (ss. 2, 3,
5,6,7,10).
The publishers boldly stated that the modifications given by
this Act were of too trifling a nature to alleviate to any extent the
evils of which they complained. Nevertheless, they accepted these
modifications with avidity. They presumed that, the thin edge of
the wedge of their complaint now firmly inserted, other allevia-
tions would shortly follow as the result of a little more united
determination.
Up to this time the Trustees of the British Museum had not
claimed a single book under the copyright acts.2 This was pro-
bably because so few works had hitherto been registered at Sta-
tioners' Hall that they were deemed not worth the cost of collec-
tion, and also because there was not sufficient staff available for
the purposes either of claiming more books, or of dealing with
those already in the Library. But the Trustees, being anxious to
know whether or not the copyright privilege had been transferred
to them with the gift of the old Royal Library in 1757, applied for
advice on the matter to the Master of the Rolls (Sir William
Grant) and Sir William Scott on 28 February 1806.* The Trus-
tees were subsequently informed that the right was indubitably
theirs, for George III had certainly not exercised the privilege
during the formation of his new Royal Library.4
With the position of the National Library definitely established
1 For the sections of this Act relating to deposits see post, pp. 308-1 i.
1 In its early days the British Museum did not lose much by not applying
for copies in this manner. From 175? to 1766 the entries at Stationers* Hall
averaged less than fifty yearly. This average however increased to about 500
yearly in 1814. See G. F. Barwick, Reading Room of the British Miuatm,
1929, p. 59.
*  G. F. Barwick, Reading Room of tht British Museum, 1929, p. 58.
*  Sir F. A. Barnard, in the preface to the catalogue of George Ill's library,
gives all the sources from which the library was formed, but does not i
tion die receipt of a single book from Stationers* HalL